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IMPORTANT DATES: 

May 9: SC Ready ELA Writing 
(Grades 3-5)
May 10: SC Ready Reading (Grades 
3-5)
May 12: 4:30 SIC Meeting (in- 
person)
May 17: Chorus Concert 6:00 p.m.
May 17: Student of the Month 
Breakfast
May 20: Field Day
May 26: Fifth Grade Crossing Over 
Ceremony @ 6:00 p.m.
May 27: Kindergarten Sing Along 
9:00 a.m. CORRECTION

THE BOBCAT BRIEF 
C OOS A E L E ME NT ARY  S C HOOL 

A MESSAGE FROM ADMINISTRATION

Melissa Pender, Principal 
Renee Roberts, Assistant Principal



TEACHER OF THE YEAR AND 
SUPPORT STAFF MEMBER OF THE YEAR

Congratulations to our 2022-2023 Teacher of the Year, Jennifer Lyles, and our 
Support Staff Member of the Year, Kim Fickes! Check out their reactions here: 

https://youtu.be/BHQ80gCQlic

JUNIOR MASTER GARDENING - 4TH GRADE
Today our 4th grade students were recognized for the completion of their Junior Master Gardening course with 
Clemson Extension-4H! We would like to thank Meghan Barkley, Laura Lee Rose, Eileen McHenry, and Kathleen 

Linn for educating our students and devoting their time throughout the school year! 

https://youtu.be/BHQ80gCQlic


TEACHER APPRECIAITON WEEK
This week we celebrated our teachers during Teacher Appreciation Week. Monday morning, Tidal 

Creek Fellowship provided Chick-fil-A breakfast for our teachers and staff members. 
Plus, the teachers and staff members were showered throughout the week with goodies from the 

school and our spectacular families! 

i-READY UPDATE
We are excited to announce that 

Coosa Elementary has earned the 
iReady Reading banner again - for 
the third month in a row for the 
highest percentage of lessons 

passed! A special thank you to our 
hardworking students and 

teachers for making this possible.

5th GRADE NEWS
Congratulations to these eight 

terrific 5th grade artists who their 
classmates nominated as design 

finalists for our upcoming 
Crossing Over ceremony. Two of 
these students will have their art 
displayed in our evening program 
and invitation to symbolize their 

Coosa pride. Excellent work, 
Bobcats!



SCHOOL GARDEN & STEM LAB UPDATE
Coosa’s 4th graders created vegetable garden signs using our new 3D printer in the STEM Lab and 
our second graders created the sign holders using LEGOs. These students synergized to place the

sign and holders in our garden!

RIVER OF WORDS RECOGNITION
Each year BCSD publishes The River of Words - a book including artwork and poetry submitted 
from students across our school district. This week the students who will be published in the 

forthcoming book were recognized at a SURPRISE Artist and Poet's Breakfast held in our library. We 
are so proud of the 20 students who will be published. 



END OF YEAR TESTING DATES

Get a good night's sleep prior to the test.
Have a good breakfast (at home or school).
A hug and some words of encouragement go a long way!
Please try not to schedule appointments for students on the testing dates - students
test better in their normal classroom environment with the rest of their class.  

As the end of the school year is rapidly approaching, so is end of the year testing for all
grade levels.  We can't wait to see how much students have learned and grown this year!  

At home testing tips:

SC Ready ELA (writing) (Grades 3-5) – Monday, May 9
SC Ready ELA (reading) (Grades 3-5) – Tuesday, May 10

Math MAP Test (Kindergarten - 2nd grade) - Wednesday, May 11
SC Ready Math (Grades 3-5) – Thursday, May 12

iReady Reading (all grades) - Monday & Tuesday, May 16 - 17
iReady Math (all grades) - Wednesday & Thursday, May 18 - 19

 
SC Ready/SC PASS Student and Parent Resources Webpage

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/
 
 
 

https://ed.sc.gov/tests/assessment-information/student-and-parent-resources/


COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT INIATIVE - 
SUMMER PROGRAM

As some of you may be aware, BCSD has partnered with local churches and non-profit 
organizations to provide extended learning opportunities for students in Beaufort County. 
The Community Engagement Initiative is approaching the next phase of the initiative with 
a Summer Enrichment Program, north and south of the board.  The District is partnering 
with the churches and non-profit organizations below.  The program will start on June 

6th-July 28th, Monday-Thursday, from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. Transportation will be 
provided for the students during the month of June but parents will have to transport 

their students during the month on July.  However, Grace Chapel AME will provide 
transportation for their students during the month of July. School devices will be reissued 
to the students participating in the program so that they will have access to programs like 

Reading Plus, i-Ready and IXL in an effort to reinforce the District’s educational agenda. 
The summer programs are expected to focus on reading and math with some recreational 

time and field trips.
 

June only locations: 
De Gullah Way Tutorial-St. Helena Island

Meadowbrook Baptist Church-Lady’s Island
Scott Community Center-St. Helena Island

 
June and July locations: 

New Life Deliverance Temple-St. Helena Island
Grace Chapel AME-Lady’s Island

Mt. Carmel Baptist Church-Seabrook
St. Paul Baptist Church-Beaufort

Bluffton Community Soup Kitchen-Bluffton
 

If you are interested, please complete the interest survey: 
https://forms.gle/yJNtjEG28m9QJBuS8

As indicated on the survey, any third grade student who may be retained, must attend the 
summer reading program at their school.

 
Please use the below contact information, if you have additional questions: 

Gaynelle J. Dantzler, MPH
Director of Community & Extended Learning

Beaufort County School District
Email: gaynelle.dantzler@beaufort.k12.sc.us

Phone: (843) 322-2430, Ext. 22430
Cell: (843) 812-3531

 
 
 

https://forms.gle/yJNtjEG28m9QJBuS8
mailto:gaynelle.dantzler@beaufort.k12.sc.us


FAMILY CODE NIGHT ON MAY 10

SUMMER CAMP OPPORTUNITY
For more information visit this website:

https://www.clemson.edu/extension/beaufort/4h/camps.html
 

https://www.clemson.edu/extension/beaufort/4h/camps.html


2022-23 AFTER SCHOOL CARE UPDATE


